April 9, 1999

E .Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305)
- Food and Drug Administration =~
© 5630 Fishers Lane, Room 1061 ‘

Rockville, Maryland 20852~ 7786 99 W13 a9 23

: Re Docket # 98N—lO38 "Irradlauon in the Product1on Processmg, and
‘ Handlmg of F ood" - , .

: To whom |t may concem

The F DA should retam the current labelmg law the current termmology of "treated wrth
radiation” or "treated by irradiation," and the use of the radura symbol on all irradiated whole
. foods. Regardmg the issue of labelmg, m its 1mt1al petition, the FDA concluded that irradiation -
* ' was a "material fact" about the processing of a food and thus should be dlsclosed The material N
~ fact remains; therefore labeling should remain. Consumer acceptablhty, storage quahues and
nutrients are affected. Some irradiated foods have dlfferent texture and spoilage characterrstrcs -
than untreated foods. Most fruits and vegetables have nutrlent losses that are not obv10us or :
expected by the consumer. : ‘ :

. In add1t1on processmg by 1rrad1atlon causes chemlcal changes that are not ev1dent and are-
. potentially hazardous. Meat may have a hi gher level of carcmogemc benzene. All 1rrad1ated
“foods contain‘unique radiolytic products that have never been tested. Whether or not the FDA )
“'has approved irradiation as safe, it remams a-new technology with no long-term human feedmg o
. studies. Consumers certamly have a nght to know if this process has been used on their food.
- Asto the kind of labél used, 1 believe that Iabel should be large enough to bc readlly vrslble to
the consumer on the front of thepackage . . .

o The label contains lmportant mformauon regardmg the processmg of the contents For drsplayed :
whole foods such as produce; a promment informational display 51mrlar to that used for meats ‘
_should be used (but contammg the term ' 1rrad1atlon and the radura) :

o Because of the newness of the technology and the need t0 assess the pubhc health effects of e
_ W1despread use of 1rrad1ated foods Ibeheve that the FDA's labelmg requrrement should not bc o
' penmtted to expire. : § _ , . o

Yours truly, .-

b

-~ Malika Crozter' ,
. 242 Santa tha Avenu

v

Patagoma AZ 85624-9999
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